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District Mission:  Southern Local Schools with community involvement, will prepare our students to meet the challenges of tomorrow by modeling excellence and teaching fundamental skills today.

As spring is just around the corner and winter starts to fade in the distance, I ask that you take this time to reflect upon the positive things that have happened over the past year.   I also ask you to project on ways that you can change those things that might not have gone as well as you would have liked.  Southern Local has a lot to be proud of over the past year; Excellent rated school district, School of Promise, increased academic scores, a staff and community committed to providing the best educational environment as possible.
We are very excited about the upcoming building project that consists of building a new high school and a lot of needed repairs to our elementary.  Thanks to the voters in August, we were able to secure the 75% of the funding that the Ohio School Facilities Commission had to offer.  The announcement of the suspended construction plans of AMP did not impact the building project.  The power utility could have brought additional revenue to the district, but did not factor into the building project.  The High School building project is proceeding as scheduled with the building hopefully going to bid at the beginning of 2012.  The new high school should be complete for the start of the 2013-2014 school year. We are working on dedicating a section of our website to inform the public of the progress of the building.
As I attend meetings throughout the state, one common theme dominates most of the discussion, “budget cuts.”  Southern Local is committed to proving a quality education in the most efficient manner as possible.  We continue to aggressively pursue grant funding and other alternate funding to make this possible.  As we have done in the past, we will continue to do “more with less”.  Thank you to the many volunteers and staff that make the delivery of an excellent education possible.
As you read through the rest of this newsletter, take the time to examine the many programs that we do offer here at Southern and how these programs might improve to better meet the needs of our children. We are always trying to focus on the whole child and provide opportunities that our children might not experience otherwise.  
I would be remiss if I did not say thank you to the many businesses and organizations in the district that make education happen at Southern Local. Racine Home National Bank, Gatling Coal, RACO, Hills Custom Cars, Hill’s Citgo, Darrell Norris & Son Greenhouse, Virgil Hill and Sons, Hot Spot, Cremeens Funeral Home, Wagner’s Hardware, Star Supply, J.D. Drilling, AB&T Auto, Racine Service Center, Dollar General, Racine Optometric Clinic, Hunter Family Practice, River Way Café, TNT Syracuse, Star Supply, Roush Family Farms, O’Brien Farms, Hill Farms, AEP, Racine Barber Shop, AP Welding, Margie Lawson, D.D.S., G & M Fuel, Hubbard’s Greenhouse, Forest Run Ready Mix, and many other individuals.  Apologies to any business I may have inadvertently left out.  Without these businesses we would not be successful.  Again the staff and students of Southern Local thank you. Please support those who support our schools.

Tony



Southern High School
Daniel Otto, Principal

Why is there a Southern High School? Why do students attend this school? What is the purpose for Southern High School? There is one answer to all of these questions and it is simply “our future”.
Being and educational institution, we are of course here to educate our young community members. We prepare our students for college, for life, and for graduation from high school. We have had success in the past (passing eleven out of twelve state indicators for an “excellent” rating from the state of Ohio). However we cannot rest on our accomplishments of the past.  We need to continue to strive toward excellence in every aspect of what we do at Southern High School from the education provided to the sports teams and band we field to the character of the students that leave our proud school.  Obviously, this is not a task that a school can do on its own.  We need help from our students, their families, local businesses, and the community as a whole.  I have listed below a few areas that we need to focus on till the end of the year and I thank you in advance for your assistance. 
The Ohio Graduation Test (OGT): this is a state requirement for graduation from an Ohio high school.  This test will be administered the week of March 14th to the 18th to all sophomores and any seniors or juniors who have not yet passed. The freshmen will be given a practice version of this test, which will be used for determining who will be pulled out for remediation.  It is important that students get plenty of rest and eat well leading up to and during this testing week. Students may also practice using the Study Island website. The school has purchased the right for our students to use this website on any computer that is connected to the internet. Students may also use this website for preparation for the ACT.
Attendance: If a student is not in school, they cannot learn what is being taught that day in their class. Students are only allowed to miss seven days a semester and fourteen days a year. As a school, we are not doing well in this category. 
Dress Code: The students all know the dress code.  As the weather becomes warmer, the clothing begins to become smaller and more revealing.  I ask that you review the dress code with your child and make sure that they are following it.  On the same note, we have many student wearing t-shirts and shorts with sandals when the temperature is below or near freezing.  A student that is cold or sick because they are not dressed for the weather cannot get the most out of their education.
Graduation: There are many students that have fallen behind in their credits. It is important that the students not fail any of their classes because it is hard to make a class up in such a small school which will affect a student’s timetable for graduation. We currently have an afterschool program (ASK), that students may use to make-up credits if needed.  If you have questions about your child’s progress or a particular subject, please call into the school and let us know which teacher you would like to speak with.  I will then have that teacher speak with you during their planning period.
Thank you for your support and assistance.
“Intelligence plus character that is the goal of true education” Martin Luther King Jr.


Upcoming dates:
Sports Pictures- March 10th			OGT- March 14th-18		Band Banquet- April 8th	
FFA Banquet-April 9th			Prom- April 16th			Blood Drive- April 28th
Academic Banquet-May 10th		Awards Day-May 20th		Graduation- May 22nd 




Kent Wolfe, Principal
Southern Elementary 5-8
“The Road to Excellence Begins”

Southern Elementary Math & Science Expo and Fair
Thursday, March 10th
6:30-8:00 p.m.
   

 The purpose of the Family Math & Science Expo is to provide enjoyable activities for families to share that will reinforce the science and mathematics standards that are being taught during the school day.  This year’s theme is “A Time for Excellence”.  You are encouraged to visit all the sessions but feel free to browse or participate as long as you wish.  In addition, please go visit the 7th and 8th grade science fair that will be in the gymnasium.
     The Expo is very rewarding, fun and exciting for students and parents.  Students can choose from many activities, focusing on math and all science disciplines.  Parents are welcome as chaperones to help their children fully explore the science and math ideas presented.  Everyone who attends the Expo goes home with new found information and hopefully a love of science and math and will be able to take the activities home with you.
     Students decide which events they would like to do.  Most of our participants find it difficult to attend all events, since there are so many to choose from.  Here are the activities:  Make a Jet Engine, Make a Spinning Top, Race with Gravity, Make a Triangle Puzzle, Mobius Strip, Make 3-D Glasses, Make a Rainbow, Secret Message, Racing Game, Make a Banger, Make a Telephone, Air Cannons, Tanograms, Mathematical Card Tricks, Jellybean Puzzler, Circumference/Radius/Diameter OH MY!, Math Dice, Origami Folds, and Brain Teasers. So, as you see there are many things to be learned.
     At approximately 7:45 p.m., the activities will close and the T-Shirt design and science fair winners will be recognized and presented with their certificates and plaques.  After this the estimation jars will be awarded to the winners.  You must be present at the end of the Expo to receive an estimation jar.  We hope you attend this wonderful event.  You won’t be disappointed.  The PTO will have the concession stand open to sell drinks, popcorn, and candy. 
     If you are interested in volunteering at the Expo, please contact either Kent Wolfe (ext. 1212) or Kim McClain (ext. 1220) at the elementary school.

                                                                           









Scott Wolfe, Principal
Southern Elementary K-4

 	I was reading through some literature the other day and found this quote, "An educational system isn't worth a great deal if it teaches young people how to make a living but doesn't teach them how to make a life."   Fortunately, I think our staff at Southern does both. Our staff does a great job at transforming student lives.  Teachers do indeed make a difference! Parents do too!
        One of the philosophies we have adopted here at Southern is to teach “critical thinking skills”.  
Critical thinking skills are the skills needed to “figure it out” if you don’t immediately know the answer.  Of course, a dose of common sense also goes a long way here, but ideally if a student can “think on his own” he will be able to make a living, and he will also be able to make a life for himself. Ultimately, the student will succeed.
        Socrates once said, "I cannot teach anybody anything, I can only make them think." Making students think is a great gift. I never believed in teaching to the test, yet to an extent you have to teach the standards that are on the test.  More accurately, I believe that our success here at Southern comes from our philosophy of teaching kids to think.  That in turn prepares our students to pass the Ohio Achievement test and to have successful educational careers. Our kids are learning “how to think”.
        As a former successful basketball coach I always told my players that “I couldn’t make them basketball players over night; that I couldn’t make them basketball players during practice time.”
        In conjunction with that idea it was often said that “basketball players were made over the summer” (when those who were dedicated did what it took---practice, practice, practice—to become successful.” This not only applies to basketball, but anything one commits to. It all takes work—football players lifting weights in the off-season,etc.)
        How true that philosophy was.  The same applies to education. Kids have to practice at home.  Yes, homework!  And they have to practice doing it right; doing it correctly. “Practice makes perfect” and “practice makes permanent”. Going along with that idea, both in basketball and in school, children must have the fundamentals. 
        In basketball, players must learn to dribble, they must learn to shoot, they must learn to pass.  Players must also learn how to dribble correctly, they must learn to shoot correctly, and they must learn to pass correctly.  Doing it correctly is the key.
If you don’t teach the fundamentals in grades 3-8, you end up with a subpar 9-12 team. There isn’t much glory in having a 25-0 grade school team and an 0-20 varsity team with the same kids a few year’s down the road. 
        In education, our kids must learn the fundamentals.  In the primary grades, they must learn how to read; they must learn how to read well; and they must learn how to read correctly.  Then most likely they can figure the rest out on their own.  
        Our students must know the basics in Math---add, subtract, multiply, and divide.  The rest will fall into place.
        “Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself." -- Chinese Proverb
        Just like a coach cannot make a basketball player in a one-hour practice session, a teacher can’t teach reading in a one hour reading block during the day.  (Fortunately, over the past three years we have been able to successfully supplement and extend our reading blocks with our intervention team to give our kids more reading time).
        Kids, especially young kids need to practice reading. Kids that cannot yet read, even from infancy to pre-school need to be ‘read to’.  Research has shown that children that are ‘read to’; and that read early and continue to practice reading are more likely to succeed in school.  Fortunately, we have had a great group of parents do just this (read to and with their children), which in turn supports our efforts at school.        Thanks for a job well done!
        Going back to the opening paragraph and opening quote:  It doesn’t make much sense to teach kids to read words and not understand them.  Using the basketball scenario, does it make a difference that “Johnny” got an “A” in grade school reading, yet couldn’t apply what he read later in life? No! Start with the end in mind! Read successfully today so that a great future can follow into adulthood.
        Again, our goal is to teach for the present, and prepare our students for the future.  Our goal is to teach our students the basics so that they can be successful in real life—in college, with a career, raising a family, etc.
        Success is achieved through a process.  Education is a work in progress and relies on the fundamentals.  It is also a team effort of school, parents, and community. Let us together make a great team even better; and prepare our kids for life; and great futures!   Again, great job to all!
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Nurse-Practitioner/School Nurse
Junie Maynard


Southern Local Wellness Center-School Based Clinic
The Southern Wellness Center proves successful with nearly 100 visitors on the night of the open house, and continues to grow. In addition to the normal 30-plus school nurse visits for basic first aid, the Center averages five patients per day treating ear-nose-throat infections and providing referrals for parents. The parents are always asked if they can get to a pediatrician first. If that’s not possible, the Center provides a health care alternative for basic care - for parents who are forced to work, this provides convenient access to quality health care for their child. Ninety percent of the Center’s visitors are students with the other 10% being staff and immediate relatives of students, such as parents, grandparents. 
Parents are never billed for a clinic visit unless a verbal consent is obtained requesting your child to be seen. No money or prescriptions exchange hands at the school - all this is handled electronically and through Wirt County Health Services Association, of which the Center is an affiliate. The only expense the district provides is space and phone line. The center offers basic health care services regardless of one’s ability to pay. Fees are adjusted for those who qualify based on family size and income; most insurances and HMO’s are accepted; Medicare deductible waived; Medicare and Medicaid approved.
Some of the questions that have been brought up: 
Are my children endangered by the community able to enter the clinic? 90% of the clients are students with the other 10% parents/staff that are already teaching or picking up their children. 
Will there be clients seeking drugs endangering my child at school? The NP run clinic can only call in or electronically send prescription medications to treat acute infections and needs. No scheduled medications are kept or prescribed in a school base clinic. Parents and Staff are the only community members seen in the clinic with antibiotics the majority of the prescribed medications.
Will sick people come into the school and get my child sick? 90% of the students seen in the clinic thus far have been sent to school on the school bus and seen throughout the day. The students are already in the classroom when called to the clinic to be seen or enter the clinic with symptoms presenting or worsening when parents are notified. 
Will I get a bill? If seen at the school clinic as a clinic visit with verbal consent, your insurance information must be obtained for billing purposes. If your clinic visit is turned in without insurance information, your visit will be billed as private pay. It is very important to turn in your enrollment form with insurance information the day of or day after being seen in the clinic.
Will I be charged a copay if my child needs a Tylenol for a headache? If you have sent Tylenol to the school nurse or other over the counter meds for your child, it will be a school nurse visit as before and you will be notified if your child requests or needs medication for cough or headache. You will not be charged a fee but medication needs to be purchased by the parent and sent in for your child. 





Counseling Corner
The school counseling staff would like to thank all who participated in the Southern Career day on February 4th, 2011. This event was a huge success and we are looking forward to doing it again next year. Thank you!

High School News
$$ Scholarships for Seniors $$

Kathryn Hart, Melanie Weese and Mr. Fisher will be in on March 31st at 8:45am (during second period) to speak with the seniors about RACO and other scholarships available for Southern High School seniors. Applications will be handed out on this date. Please make sure your student is in attendance.
Please make sure you check my website for up-to-date information on scholarships. Information and applications will be posted on this site as soon as the information reaches my office. The website is: http://southernlocalmeigs.org/olc/teacher.aspx?s=9. Click on the scholarship link. 
Make sure all college-bound seniors have his or her FAFSA in before March 15th. Some colleges and universities have different deadlines. Be sure to check with the Financial Aid office at the college for more information. 
On February 28th, the University of Rio Grande will be holding a Financial Aid workshop at the Meigs Center for those students and parents who were unable to attend the College Goal Sunday. More information will be posted online in the near future. 
Information for juniors:
Juniors: take the ACT before your senior year! The next test date is: April 9th. Registration needs to be completed by March 4th  You can register at: www.actstudent.org. 
Southern High School CEEB Code is: 364-320
(I have fee waivers available for students who meet certain criteria (free/reduced lunch, etc). Please see me with any questions.)
Southern Junior High News

On February 4th, 2011, Southern held their annual Career Fair. There were a wide variety of careers represented by individuals who graciously offered their time and knowledge of their field in hopes of broadening students’ horizons. The 8th grade students not only met with their scheduled presenters, but also had the opportunity to tour the high school gymnasium and meet with presenters there. Overall, the Career Fair was a great success!  
In the weeks to come, middle school students will be learning about alcohol, tobacco and other drugs that affect our youth today.  According to a study conducted in 2007, 8% of the American population aged 12 or older (19.9 million) were illicit drug users. Young people today are exposed earlier than ever to drugs and alcohol. Education plays a vital role in preventing drug abuse. Studies show that if a young person can make it to 21 without using drugs, they are unlikely ever to do so The content used in class is derived from the ‘Foundation For A Drug Free World’, a nationally recognized non-profit organization, and is adjusted according the students grade level.  Should you have any questions regarding the class, you may contact Miss Farcas any time. As usual, Mr. Kelbley and Miss Farcas are open for individual time with the students as well.
Elementary Counseling (K-4)

Spring is just around the corner, and we are staying busy here at the elementary.   The next few months will encompass the Character Counts! themes of Respect, Responsibility, and Fairness, and Miss Bailey’s (“Miss Kelli’s”—social worker) classroom activities will be focusing on these character traits.  Miss Kelli will be holding some small group activities for select students during lunch/recess called “The Bully Busters”.  These groups will help prepare the kids in dealing with bullying problems that effects them in one way or another either as being a victim, bystander, or the bully. This month, in addition to career exploration and goal-setting, Mrs. Shirley Sayre (guidance counselor) has been working on “Being the Best That You Can Be”.  These lessons focus on proper hygiene, health habits, self-esteem, and showing kindness to others.  Sean Covey’s book, “The Seven Habits of Healthy Kids”, was used as a resource.  The counseling team has continued the “I Got Caught Being Good” Program, as well as the school-wide PBIS initiative and individual counseling with students.  Career Day at the elementary was held on February 4, and as always, it was a huge hit with the kids! 


 (
UPCOMING DATES
Feb. 28th-March 4
th
                                                Read Across America Week                                Celebrating Dr. Seuss’ Birthday
Thurs., March 10
th
   6:30-8:00 P.M.
                               Science Fair                                                              Math & Science Expo                                                  All Grades                                                             
Students Science Projects will be on                  display in the gym.  A 
Make-It Take-It Workshop
   for parents & students in the cafetorium.
Fri., March 11
th
 6:00
                                         Reconnecting Youth 
“Making A Difference”
                      Dinner & Variety Show                                    Southern High School Tickets $10.00  
  
March 13
th
, 2011
                                               
Daylight Saving Time begins 2 a.m.  
  
Wed., March 16
th
 5:30-7:00
                                
“Build A Book”
                                                             1
st
, 2
nd
, & 3
rd
 Grades                                                      A place & time for you & your child to build (not just write) a very special one-of-a-kind book. 
               
Thurs., March 31
st
 
                                           Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00-7:00
  
Ohio Achievement Assessment 
                              Starts April 25
th
, 2011                        
)VIP (Vaccine Incentive Program) 
$500 already given away and $250 left to give away!
Who can participate? ANYONE! Student, Staff, & Southern Local Community
The goal for the project is to increase participation of age appropriate vaccines. 
To join our program you must complete 2 simple steps:
•       Complete a Southern Local Wellness Center Enrollment Form
•       Receive age appropriate immunizations/vaccines 
When? Clinic Hours are Monday-Friday 7:30-4pm
Why participate? Your name will be put in a drawing for a $50 gift card incentive. Five -$50 gift cards to Wal-Mart will be given away the last Friday in March. Also you will be protecting yourself with age appropriate vaccines.
How? Funds provided by Molina Healthcare of Ohio School Wellness Program mini-grant.
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[image: C:\Users\Vicki\Desktop\Jan 2011\Career Fair 043.JPG]"The underground railroad really isn't underground?"! was a comment made by one of Mrs. Jody Norris's 3rd grade students when taking part in a presentation of freeing slaves and the Civil War. Mike and Debbie Gerlach volunteered their time and knowledge of the underground railroad and shared the story of how many heroic men and women worked together to help slaves escape to freedom many years ago.       

                                                    

[image: C:\Users\Vicki\Desktop\Feb 2011\2011-02-14 Feb 2011\Feb 2011 004.JPG]CHILL OUT & READ!

[image: C:\Users\Vicki\Pictures\2010-11-12 Amy Halloween Tim\Amy Halloween Tim 031.JPG][image: C:\Users\Vicki\Desktop\Feb 2011\2011-02-14 Feb 2011\Feb 2011 024.JPG]Southern Local Title I & Southern Elementary ASK Program joined together to celebrate reading by sponsoring “Chill Out & Read” Family Night on February 9, 2011.  One of the most important things you can do for your child is to encourage & prepare him to read.  Reading is one of life’s most important skills.  Being able to read well will give your child an advantage in school & in life.  The activities planned for the night were geared towards fun as well as reading readiness skills.  A book exchange was held, refreshments were served, door prizes won!   We would like to thank all the parents who sent in books for our exchange table.  Southern Title I Program, ASK Program, Principal Kent Wolfe, Evelyn Stanley, & the Southern Elementary staff for donating their time & energy to help make this evening a chilling success. Remember…  Chill Out & Read!  

[image: C:\Users\Vicki\Desktop\Feb 2011\2011-02-14 Feb 2011\Feb 2011 099.JPG]VALENTINE’S PARTY

	Love, flowers, and good food was abound as Southern Elementary enjoyed Valentine’s Day!  Parties were hosted by Southern Elementary room parents!  A loveable good time was had by all!

ACTION FOR HEALTHY KIDS!

We are excited to announce our Healthy Kids winners for December and January!  The December winners were K-8th; Jarod Koenig, Kasandra Barton, Denzil Linton, Alexandria Cundiff, & high school; Jaclyn Mees  & Dakota Imboden.  They received a $50 gift card from Locker 219, in Middleport, OH! The January winners were:  Christian Roush, Joseph Wood, Sailor Warden, Larissa Petrie, Chris Yeater, & Halley Tripp.  These lucky winners won $25 gift cards from Wal-Mart!  This grant is vital in advancing our commitment to school wellness.  The grant supplements the mission of our district wellness policy and the efforts of our wellness team.  

All a student needs to do to participate is…

EAT FREE BREAKFAST at school!   Then winning names are randomly drawn from participating breakfast eaters at the end of the month.  There are two winners in each group each month.  (K-4th, 5th-8th, & 9th-12th) 
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SOUTHERN ELMENTARY g5
SPELLING BEE CHAMPS! !

Southern Elementary students n grades 4"
recently competed in our Spelling Bee competiton.
Each grade level had two winners. The winers wil
advance to compete in the
N\ Meigs County Spellng Bee!
W& “The Spellng Bee will be at
Eastern Elementary this
3 Year on April 14, 2011
Competton sarts at 700 p.m. sharp!

Southern Elementary winners:
4" Grade: Marissa Brooker & Kaityn Taylor
5" Grade: Sidney Cleland & Hannah Evans

6" Grade: Daniel Dunfee & Sara Schenkelberg
7" Grade: Andrew Shockey & Kris Shortridge
8" Grade: Austin Wolfe & Cameron Yates

600D LUCK!
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